
Mission & Ministry News 

Spirit of Hope 

This Sunday is Trinity Sunday. And for this we rejoice because we are a

Trinitarian people! The Christian doctrine of the Trinity defines God as

being one God who exists in three coequal, coeternal, consubstantial

divine persons: God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ) and God the

Holy Spirit, three distinct persons sharing one essence. In this context,

the three persons define who God is, while the one essence defines

what God is. Most importantly, God is One. One God, three Persons.

Blessed Trinity!

We will worship our Triune God this Sunday at 9:30 am. Pastor Amy

Selby will be leading our worship service while Pastor Wendy is away for

ministry-related travel. Sunday School is in recess. Please join us for a

time of fellowship after worship.
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THIS  SUNDAY  AT  SPIRIT  OF  HOPE:
TRINITY SUNDAY
WORSHIP  @ 9:30  AM

Wednesday, June 8, 2022

An Ordination, A

Graduation, and a Week

in the Book of the Twelve

Pastor Wendy will be away from the office

June 11th - June 17th for ministry-related

travel. On Sunday, June 12th she will be in

southern Illinois to ordain and install a

colleague who has been called into

ministry as a certified pastor in LCMC. On

Monday, Pastor Wendy and another

colleague will be heading from southern

Illinois to the Institute of Lutheran

Theology (ILT) campus in Brookings, SD

where ILT is holding a graduation

ceremony that will include those who

never had the opportunity to "walk" upon

graduating. That ceremony will take place

on Thursday, June 16th. In addition to

that, Pastor Wendy will be taking a four-

day continuing ed. class called "Preaching

Through the Book of the Twelve". The

Book of the Twelve is another name for the

"minor prophets" of the Old Testament.

The week at ILT will also include some

alumni events, some ministry networking,

and fellowship with other pastors and

theologians. 

Pastor Amy Selby will be leading worship

at Spirit of Hope this Sunday, June 12th.

While Pastor Wendy is taking a vacation

day on Sunday and also on Thursday (June

16th), she will be checking phone, email,

and text messages the rest of the time she

is traveling and will be sending out next

week's newsletter while on the road for

Jesus!

Sunday Worship Livestream Link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dAitdA71a8

 

Check Out Our Website for Resources!
www.spiritofhopelcmc.org

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotheism
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/coequal
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/coeternal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consubstantiality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prosopon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_the_Father#Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_the_Son
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit_in_Christianity


Thursday, June 9th:         9:00 am   Zumba Gold
Sunday, June 12th  :         9:30 am   Worship
Tuesday, June 14th:          2:00 pm   Stephen Minister Training
Wednesday, June 15th     7:00 am   Men's Prayer Breakfast

                    Please note that "Coffee with the Pastor" will not  
                    take place this Friday due to the first day of our 
                    Confirmation Retreat. It will also not take place 
                    next Friday as Pastor Wendy will be in South 
                    Dakota.

Digging Deeper will not take place next Tuesday. We will
resume on June 21st as we begin to dig deeper into Sunday
Sermons about "Finding Hope Through the Prophet
Jeremiah" (series begins June 19th).
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Church 

Calendar

Daily Bible Reading

We are reading through God's Word

together as a church family. This week

we are finishing the first year of our

Narrative Lectionary readings and also

starting our way through Jeremiah.

You are welcome to jump in and join

us! Here are this week's daily Bible

Readings:

Weds., 6/8: Philemon 1:8-22 

          Paul's Plea for Onesimus

Thursday, 6/9: Acts 5:12-16

          Many Are Healed

Friday, 6/10: Revelation 21:1-6 

          God Makes All Things New

Saturday, 6/11: Revelation 22:1-7 

          God’s Kingdom Come

NEW!!!

Sunday, 6/12:    Jeremiah 1-2

Monday, 6/13:   Jeremiah 3-4

Tuesday, 6/14:   Jeremiah 5

Reading Jeremiah
Starting this Sunday, our daily
congregational Bible reading will begin
taking us through the book of Jeremiah.
We will finish reading this Old Testament
Book the first week in September, at
which point we will begin a new cycle in
the Narrative Lectionary. If you haven't
been able to join us in our daily reading,
this
weekend is a great time to start! May
God draw you closer to Him as you
spend time in His Word!

Pastor Amy Selby will be on call 
for Pastoral Emergencies from

June 11th - 18th.
You can reach Pr. Amy at

303-946-7214
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June Anniversaries
6/5   Carl & Marie Winkelman
6/8   Bob Clark & Sherry Helmeke 
6/11 Pastor Wendy and Glenn Poch
6/18 Larry and Karen Jordahl
6/18 Timothy and Tiffany (Poch) Howey

Happy Anniversary!

Prayer Requests - If you have a prayer
request, please contact Pastor Wendy

@ 303-841-3553 or
wendy.poch@spiritofhopelcmc.org

 

Please include the following people 

and situations in your prayers: 

For all who are grieving the deaths and sufferings related to   

     recent shootings.

Roger who is recovering from surgery to remove a kidney and is  

     also grieving the death of his beloved wife.

Pr. Dave as he recovers from surgery on his shoulder.

Krista and her loved ones as she deals with a terminal diagnosis.

Tracey as she recovers from knee replacement surgery.

The situation in Ukraine.

All of our military fighting for our freedoms.

Brad as he recovers from a serious car accident.

Rebecca as she deals with cancer treatments.

Sara as she undergoes new cancer treatments.

Janie as she continues to recover from pancreatic surgery.

For those who are first responders to all emergencies: fire   

     fighters, paramedics, EMTs and law enforcement.

For all local, state, and federal leaders that they would hear  

     God’s voice and lead with His wisdom.

For our Christian brothers and sisters all over the world who 

     suffer persecution to be comforted and strengthened and for   

     the Lord God to defeat the evil of terrorism done to them. 

Pray for missionaries around the world.

Spirit of Hope mission partners: Lutheran Congregations in 

     Mission for Christ, SECORCares, Mean Street Ministry, 

     Alternatives Pregnancy Center, Apache Youth Ministries, 

     LCMC Disaster Relief, Lutheran Military Veterans and 

     Families Ministries, Tartu Academy of Theology, Marion 

     Medical Mission.

For Spirit of Hope mission allies: Compassion International, 

     SONetwork, Operation Christmas Child/Samaritan’s Purse,   

     Institute of Lutheran Theology, Stephen Ministry.  

Merciful Lord, this week our hearts ache for the families in Texas whose

children were murdered while while sitting in their classroom. We lift those

families up now before your Throne of Grace. Lord, show us what to do. In

this time of grief and pain, show us how to be witnesses to Life. Show us how

to witness and to act in the ways that best glorify you. Jesus says, “Take

heart, I have overcome the world.” And while that may seem like much less

than what we and the rest of the world wish to hear right now, it is infinitely

more than we can possibly imagine. Help us to remember this. Help us to

cling to and  trust in your promise. In your name, Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit, one God forever, we pray. Amen.

A Prayer for This Week by Pastor Wendy

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!

June Birthdays
6/1   Thaddeus Cummins
6/2   Christian Ramirez
6/4   Tiffany Poch
6/7   Kandy Parsons
6/13 Glenn Poch
6/15 Faith Giles
6/22 Ken Carpenter
6/26 Sheri Giles
6/28 Paul Reinicke
6/28 Hope Bradshaw
6/29 Ryan Hanson
6/30 Josie Hanson

June Income (to date) = $5,397

General Fund Offerings = $4,680

         Debt Reduction Offerings = $500

         Dedicated Offerings = $117

         Other Income = $0

May Expenses = $557

Checking Accounts Balance = $37,656

Debt Reduction Account Balance = $33,491

 Money Market Account Balance = $119,664

Financial Update 

Jesus said; "Come to me, all of you

who are weary and carry heavy

burdens, and I will give you rest."

(Matthew 11:28).

Please give a warm welcome to
Joy and Devin Wanberg, 

the newest members of our Spirit of Hope Family!

mailto:wendy.poch@spiritofhopelcmc.org
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The Sacrament of the Altar, Part IV
Who Receives this Sacrament Worthily?

"Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared
who has faith in these words: "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins". But anyone who does not believe
these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the words 'for you' require all hearts to believe."

"Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick." (Matthew 9:12)

"Such people must learn that it is the highest art to know that our Sacrament does not depend upon our worthiness.
We are not baptized because we are worthy and holy. Nor do we go to Confession because we are pure and without
sin. On the contrary, we go because we are poor, miserable people. We go exactly because we are unworthy. This is
true unless we are talking about someone who desires no grace and absolution and who has no desire to change. But
whoever would gladly receive grace and comfort should drive himself and allow no one to frighten him away. Say, 'I,
indeed would like to be worthy. But I come, not upon any worthiness, but upon Your Word, because you have
commanded it. I come as one who would gladly be your disciple, no matter what becomes of my worthiness'. This is
difficult. We always have this obstacle and hindrance to encounter: we look more upon ourselves than upon Christ's
Word and lips. (LC V 61-63)

 
FROM THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS

           

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus, our risen and living
Christ!

Beginning on June 19th, we will be spending the summer learning
about hope through the prophet Jeremiah (and through a lot of other
places in Scripture too!). In addition to reading through the book of
Jeremiah as a congregation (reading schedule posted above), If you're
interested in taking a deeper dive into some summer reading about
how Jeremiah speaks to our lives today, about the life and times of
Jeremiah, a deeper dive into textual studies, or would like to read
more about hope as it's found in the Scriptures, I have some reading
recommendations for you.

 Hope in Times of Fear
by Tim Keller

This book shows how God consistently
confounds the wisdom of the wise, bringing
strength out of weakness, joy out of sorrow,
and untimely life out of death. Along the
way, readers will also learn some of the
history of Tim Keller's own journey through

 

Run with the Horses
by Eugene Peterson

This book is easy to read (and easy to
listen to via an audio book!) but powerful
in bringing the message of the prophet
Jeremiah to life in the 21st century. If you
only have time for one book but want to 

strengthen your understanding of how God is speaking to you through
Jeremiah, then this is the book is an excellent choice. You can order
this book on Amazon, or access a free audio book and/or e-book from
Douglas County Libraries via Hoopla (I love the free resources on
Hoopla!).

ministry. Through it all, the true power of the resurrection is
brought to life in ways that are meaningful today, especially as
we struggle with sickness (Tim Keller is in a fierce battle with
cancer), grief, regret, loss, and fear. Some ministers and
scholars have said that this is Keller's best work yet! This book
is available on Amazon in both print and Kindle versions. It is
also available in print and e-book formats from Douglas County
Libraries.

If you are looking to dive into Jeremiah for a more in-depth
study of the text, you might be interested in Jeremiah and
Lamentations by R.K. Harrison which provides a readable
introduction to Jeremiah's world as well as the text itself; The
Book of Jeremiah by John Thompson for a scholarly
examination of the biblical text; or Jeremiah by John Bright for
an in-depth study of the prophet Jeremiah and the prophecies
he shared with God's people. These three options were
recommended by Eugene Peterson in his book Run with the
Horses.

I hope these resources will be a blessing to you and that God
will work through them to draw you closer to him as we dive into
"Finding Hope Through the Prophet Jeremiah" together! -PW

 



Family Fellowship Group
This summer we will have up to three Family Fellowship Group gatherings. The idea is that

families with kids and/or grandkids from infant through college will form a unique fellowship

group in order to get to know one another better! Our first gathering will be hosted by Glenn

and Pastor Wendy on June Wednesday, June 22nd at 5:00 pm at North Park in The Pinery

(corner of Sunridge Hollow and Ponderosa Drive. A kid-friendly main course will be provided.

When you sign up, you will also have the opportunity to sign up for an appetizer, side dish, or

dessert. See the display and sign-up sheet at church for details!

At the first gathering, this fellowship group will

decide where to meet next. Possibilities include

homes,  favorite parks, or wherever kids can be kids

and parents (and grandparents!) can enjoy time with

one another!). Adults with kids or grandkids are

more than welcome to participate in the Family

Fellowship Group even if they are also participating

in an adult fellowship group!

 

There is a park for the kids to play as well as an

small enclosed walking loop that surrounds our

picnic area. Should the weather be an issue, our

back-up location will be at the church.
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Coming Up This Summer...
Sundays, July 17th 

& July 24th
11:00 - 1:30 pm

Christian 
Decision Making 
at the End of Life

The objective of this class is to provide

assistance to people as they work through

end-of-life decisions. We will consider how

medicine and bioethics works through these

questions. The desire is to not give specific

answers to specific questions because these

will always be changing as medical treatments

change. Instead, the plan is to provide a

framework and resources to help with the

decisions that need to be made.

Martin Luther said, “We should familiarize

ourselves with death during our lifetime,

inviting death into our presence when it is still

at a distance and not on the move. At the time

of dying, however, this is hazardous and

useless, for then death looms large of its own

accord. In that hour we must put the thought

of death out of mind and refuse to see it, as

we shall hear. The power and might of death

are rooted in the fearfulness of our nature and

in our untimely and undue viewing and

contemplating of it.” 

In our first session, we will discuss bioethics as

it relates to potential end-of-life scenarios.

We will examine such "cases" through a

Biblical lens. In our second session, we will

discuss end-of-life planning and also discuss

things such as funeral planning, burial vs

cremation, and more. Pastor Wendy is willing

to schedule a third session and/or individual

sessions for those who would like to continue

these conversations.

Wednesday Nights
7:00 - 8:30 pm

July 20th - August 24th 1. Isn’t the Bible a Myth?

2. How Can You Say There Is Only One Way

to God?

3. What Gives You the Right to Tell Me How

to Live My Life?

4. Why Does God Allow Suffering?

5. Why Is the Church Responsible for So

Much Injustice?

6. How Can God Be Full of Love and Wrath

at the Same Time?

In his New York Times bestselling book The

Reason for God, Timothy Keller established

himself as a modern-day C. S. Lewis who brings

together faith and intellect, theology and

popular culture, modern-day objections and

historic Christian beliefs.

In this study, we will be challenged to wrestle

with our friends and neighbors’ hardest

questions, and to engage those questions in ways

that will spark an honest, enriching, and

humbling dialogue. The videos capture a live and

unscripted conversation between Timothy Keller

and the six panelists discussing their objections

to Christianity. After the weekly video, we will

discuss these issues together in class. This study

will help each of us to  dig deeper into the

objections of the Christian faith and to learn

about both sides of the issues.

Sessions include:


